Clinicopathological analyses of advanced colorectal cancers of different sizes--especially those of 20 mm or less in diameter.
Many small cancers of the flat type can now be detected, and many advanced cancers of the flat type have been discovered. In this study, to clarify the clinicopathological characteristics of small advanced cancers, advanced cancers of 20 mm or less in diameter were compared with those of other sizes. Patients with advanced colorectal cancer (n = 865) were divided into four groups on the basis of cancer diameter as follows: Group A (20 mm or less), 21 patients; Group B (21-60 mm), 581 patients; Group C (61-100 mm), 215 patients; and Group D (101 mm or more), 48 patients. These groups were compared for various clinicopathological findings. The depth of invasion was muscularis propria in 14 cases and subserosa in 7 cases. In Group A, cancer was histologically well-differentiated in 8 cases, moderately differentiated in 12 cases, and mucinous in one case. Six cases (28.6%) in Group A had lymph node metastasis (N1). In Group A, one patient had multiple liver metastasis and all of the other cases were assessed as R0 resection. Most small advanced colorectal cancers of 20 mm or less in diameter can be regarded as quasi-early cancers, but some have the potential for high malignancy, and for these, reduction surgery cannot be used.